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April 4, 2015 

Dear Zion members and friends, 

2014 was a year of opportunity and giving.  As you read through the following pages, you will see 

that the foundation is in true partnership with many ministries of Zion church. From camera to com-

puter needs, branding task force, mission trip support for all ages, music and seminary studies sup-

port.  The foundation has been there to enhance and support the many happenings and needs of 

the congregation and our community.  

 The 2014 foundation committee reviewed many requests and granted funding for software, sum-

mer intern, bible camp, mission trips, life keys seminar, women’s ministry, musicians equipment 

and many other congregational and community needs.  See Annual Grant Activities -2014 for final 

grants given summary. 

I encourage you to read through the foundation’s annual report and to consider the stories and pas-

sions behind the gifts given in support of Zion Lutheran Church’s ministries. May these provide you 

with the inspirational impact that it has for me and the others engaged in this committee.  I want to 

note that it was especially meaningful for me to be part of the ceremony when our congregational 

member Amy was ordained into the ministry at her own church in our area.   

Thank you for your continued support of the foundation and the Zion ministries.  Your gifts are a 

treasure that will leave a meaningful legacy for years to come. 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Joyce Dehmer 

President 

hǳǊ ±ƛǎƛƻƴΥ 

 ¢ƘŜ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ½ƛƻƴ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ 

/ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊǎ ƻŦ ǘƻπ

ŘŀȅΦ 
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History 

The Zion Foundation was established as a non-profit foundation October, 1978, as a separate fi-

nancial entity from Zion Lutheran Church.  It receives gifts, invests them and uses only the earn-

ings from these gifts to disperse grants for religious, educational, and charitable purposes.  No 

church offerings are involved.  It is designed to support projects outside of the normal church 

budget.  Grant awards are given for Lutheran college and seminary scholarships, community ser-

vices and charities, special ministries locally, mission trips, and needs within the Zion Church. 

 

Foundation Officers of 2014 

President  Joyce Dehmer 

Vice President  Wayne Fingalson 

Treasurer  Phil Gidding 

Secretary  Sandy Kath-Brenny 

 

Trustees of 2014 

The Zion Lutheran Foundation is managed and administered by the Board of Trustees.  The trus-

tees consist of six members elected by the congregation (Sandy Kath-Brenny, Joyce Dehmer, Rick 

Dehmer, Phil Gidding, Warren Myhre, and Wayne Fingalson), the church council vice chair (Dave 

Tauscher) and the senior pastor (Pastor Ted Vanderpan ) of Zion Lutheran Church.  The Founda-

tion and its operation are detailed in the articles of incorporation and by-laws.  These can be re-

viewed in the church office. 

 About the Zion Foundation 
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Today’s  Zion Foundation  Fund Management 
 

Currently, the funds are managed and operated with investments headed up by an Investment Com-

mittee.  The committee is made up of the following representatives from Zion Lutheran Church: two 

representatives from the Foundation Board, the Senior Pastor, and three congregational members 

with knowledge and expertise in financial investing. From a modest beginning in 1978, the principle 

sum has grown to 1.6 million and in the past 3 years grants have been awarded  close to the amount 

of $120K.   However, the trend we note is that the needs have grown significantly so we still need to 

build our earnings capacity.  

Designated Funds 
Larson Family Memorial Fund -  From a letter from John Larson to James Solum dated January 

29,2001. 

¶ Payment of tuition to an establish seminary of the ELCA for any church member. 

¶ Payment of ~$350 (or as determined by the board) to any sophomore going to a recognized univer-

sity of the ELCA. 

¶ Scholarship and payment for professional development of staff and congregation members 

¶ Any other scholarship or payment as determined appropriate by the board. 

 

Dobbs Estate Fund -  This fund was established in 2010 by a gift from Merle Dobbs.   

¶ To be used 100% for Zion Church only and not for missions or outside services. 

¶ Improvements to staff programming such as bible camp scholarships for youth, printed and other 

media improvements,  

¶ Salaries for temporary or newly established staff positions. 

¶ Gifts to missionary work which is mainly supported by the congregation. 

 

General Foundation Fund  This fund is the longest established fund and receives general gifts to 

the foundation.  As such the interest may be used for both internal and external requests.   

¶ Gifts are to be dispersed one third internal, one third local and one third global. 

¶ Gifts to the Buffalo and Wright county service organizations (i.e. Love INC, School requests, etc.) 

¶ Other requests as determined appropriate by the board. 

    Fund Management 
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Financial Statement as of December 31, 2014: 

Principal    =   $1,632,156 
Donations Received  =   $26,415 
Dividends/Interest Earned =  $48,863 
Capital Gain Income =   32,241 
Grants Awarded   =   $44,097 

 
 

Grant monies are awarded in accordance with the requirements of specific funds as 
stated in the original legal documents. 

 
 

 

Gifts to the Zion Foundation are tax deductible and can be cash or anything that 

could be converted to cash value such as securities, bonds, insurance or real estate.  

Gifts are accepted at any time of the year and could be given in honor of a person or 

on special occasions of a loved one’s death. 

 

Fund Principle Interest & 
Dividend 

Capital 
Gains 

Grants 
Awarded 

Donations 
Received 

            

Larson  Fund $152,653 $ 4,823 $2,756 $6,000   

Dobbs Estate $1,025,092 $29,685 $23,626 $29,033   

General Fund $454,411 $14,355 $,5,859 $9,064 $26,415 

      

Total $1,632,156 $48,863 $32,241 $44,097 $26,415 
            

    Financial Statements 
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 Annual Grant Activities-2014 

      A gift to the Foundation…. 
                        Keeps on giving 

For year ending December 31st, 2014 

Staff Software   $3889 

Summer Intern  $2,500 

Bible Camp Scholarship $6,750 

Mission Trip Sr. High  $2,000 

Camera   $479 

Branding Task Force  $8,000 

Life Keys Seminar  $5,600 

All Volunteer Event  $750 

Children Worship Leader $855 

Young Swedish Singers $550 

Truckload of Life  $500 

Tables for Offering Count $100 

Staff Computer  $700 

Women’s ministry  $500 

Harvest of Hands  $500 

Zambia Mission  $500 

Global Mission  $1,200 

Wrights Mission Trip  $500 

Crisis Nursery   $300 

Buffalo High Grad Party $200 

School Supplies/Love INC $1,000 

Seminary Studies  $6,000 

Dobbs Cemetery Maintain $25 

Musicians Equipment  $700 

 

TOTAL    $44,097 

Grant Activities for 2014— 

Zion Lutheran Foundation gifting went 

to many ministries within Zion Church 

and outside the church.   

We break those up into our designated 

funds according to the following cate-

gories: 

¶ Zion Ministries 

¶ Scholarship 

¶ Global missions 

¶ Community Outreach 

 

 

Highlighted on the next page are some 

ministries that were granted funds. 

GIFTING 

 

MINISTRIES 
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WAPOGASSET BIBLE CAMP 

Camp is a formative, life-changing week 

and many kids come back ñon-fireò in 

their faith! Students who have complet-

ed grades 3 -12 are encouraged to attend 

camp with Zion.  Zion is teaming up with 

Lake Wapogassett Lutheran Bible Camp 

in Amery, Wisconsin,  again to offer a 

superb summer camping experience 

where fun and faith collide while camp-

ers encounter Godôs word, make friends 

and create memories to last a lifetime. 

 

Zion Foundation supports   

Seminary Scholarship 

Zion Foundation supplemented 

CAMP costs for students 

GIFTING 

2014 

ZION MINISTRIES & SCHOLARSHIPS 

Ordination Invitation Having received a call to serve as a pastor at Faith Lutheran 
Church in Becker, longtime Zion member Amy Chalupnik will be ordained to the 
ministry of Word and Sacrament in February.  Come Holy Spirit! All who worship 
at Zion are welcome and invited to the ordination service.  

http://www.zionbuffalo.org/2015/01/ordination-invitation/
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School Supply Distribution:   Love INC-Big Woods distributed to a total of 390 

kids in the local community during  the two day School Supply Distribution. Thank 

you everyone (Churches, businesses, civic groups, foundations, and volunteers).  

These  kits were filled with school supplies to give a child a good start to the new 

school year. 

Dave and Jim Wright participated in a 
mission trip serving farmers in the Do-
minican Republic early in December. 
They will be showing pictures and shar-
ing some of their experiences with the 
congregation this Sunday morning, Janu-
ary 11, at 9:30 in the library.  

Zion Foundation supports 

Community Outreach 

Zion Foundation supports 

Global Missions 

 GIFTING 

2014 

MISSIONS MINISTRIES 

http://www.zionbuffalo.org/2015/01/ordination-invitation/

